HINDU  OR&AMENiS                                2*71
Those who, from poverty or any other cause, cannot obtain any jewels whatever, have glass bangles. To be without these is a mark of widowhood. It is a universal rule that Hindu females, from their very childhood, should wear these glass bangles; to be deprived of them would be a great disgrace. A widow may wear gold bracelets, but not glass ones. A little infant of a month old has one or two glass bangles pqt on its little wrist by the fond mother, and the number increases with the age of the child. Some females wear a few, whilst others have on a dozen or more, nearly covering the arm from the wrist upwards. An angry woman will sometimes smash all her loved bangles before her husband's face. Such an act is as much as saying, "I would I were a widow/* and it is a very dreadful thing to do. Common bangles will sell at about four for one anna (one penny), whilst the better ones are half-an-anna or an anna each. The colours vary, black, blue and green being the usual ones. As a rule, the same colours are worn indifferently by all classes, the better class people having the finer and more expensive kinds. There" are, however, a few varieties affected by some of the castes. The females of the cowherd caste, for instance, usually wear a peculiar kind in which the ground is black, but ornamented with green spots or streaks. The toddy drawer caste, again, have a particular kind. In addition to the glass bangles, it is usual for coloured ones made of lac to be worn, two on each arm; that is, the first and last bangle is usually one of this kind, the glass ones being between. The cost of these is more than that of those made of glass, and they are ornamented with various colours and bits of glass, so as to produce a very pretty effect. The ordinary glass bangles often break and periodically require to be renewed, The bangle-man is a well-known person and may constantly be met, with his strings of bangles over